TEXT I

RUSSIA. GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION AND POLITICAL SYSTEM.
         Russia is the largest country on our planet. 

It’s total area is 17,075,200 sq km. 
         Moscow is the capital of Russia and is the most important city in the country due to its central role in the economic, political, scientific and cultural life of the country. 
         Russia is situated in two continents and the Urals make a natural divide of the country: the territory west of the Urals is included into eastern part of Europe and the territory east of the Urals is included into northern Asia.
        Russia’s climatic conditions range from subarctic in the north to subtropical in the south with temperate and continental in the middle of the country. 

The country is washed by 13 seas and 3 oceans. There are more than two million rivers and lots of beautiful lakes in Russia. The Volga is one of the largest rivers worldwide, whereas Lake Baikal actually is the deepest lake in the world.

        The lowest point in Russia is in the Caspian Sea (-28 m below the sea level), and the highest point is Mount Elbrus (5,630 m above the sea level). 

       Our country is one of the richest in natural resources, which include large deposits of oil, natural gas, coal, and many other minerals. 

       Russia’s border line length is more than 20,000 km and it borders on the following countries: Azerbaijan, Belarus, China, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Kazakhstan, North Korea, Latvia, Lithuania, Mongolia, Norway, Poland, and Ukraine. 

        Besides, Russia has a sea-boundary with the American state of Alaska in the Far East. 

       Administratively, our country is composed of the following divisions:  49 oblasts, 21 republics, 10 autonomous okrugs, 6 krays, 2 federal cities, and 1 autonomous oblast.

       Russia is a constitutional republic headed by the President. The country government consists of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. Presidents in Russia are elected by popular vote every four years.
Vocabulary:

scientific - научный
condition - условия
the lowest point – самая низкая точка
the highest point – самая высокая точка
below – ниже нуля

above – выше нуля

length – длина 

Far East – Дальний Восток

administratively - административно
to be composed of – состоять из
branch – ветвь 

legislative – законодательный 
executive – исполнительный 
judicial – судебный 
EXERCISES
1. Answer the following questions:

1) What is the capital of the country?
2) What is the lowest point in Russia?

3) What is the highest point in Russia?

4) What natural resources is country rich in?

5) What American states does Russia have a sea-boundary?
6) What countries does Russia border on?
7) Who is the Head of our country?
2. Choose the correct variant:
1) Russia is the largest country on ….
a. the world
b. our planet

c. Europe
2) It’s total area is …….. sq km. 
a. 17,075,200
b. 17,750,020
c. 17,200,057
3) Mount Elbrus is …. m above the sea level.
a. 5,360

b. 5,630

c. 5,036
4) The Caspian Sea  is ….. m below the sea level.
a. -18

b. -20


c. -28

5) …. is one of the largest rivers worldwide.
a. the Lena

b. the Volga

c. the Ob
6) …. is the deepest lake in the world.

a. Lake Baikal
b. Lake Ladoga
c. Lake Onega
7) The President in Russia are elected by ….

a. Government
b. popular

c. Prime-Minister

3. Say true or false:
1) Russia is a constitutional democracy. 
2) Russia’s border line length is more than 40,000 km.
3) The country government consists of four branches.

4) Russia has a sea-boundary with the American state in the North.
5) The President is elected every four years.

6) Moscow is the most important city on our planet.
7) Russia is headed by the Government.
4. Complete the sentences:
1) Moscow is the most important city in the country due to its central role in the .…., ….. , ….. and ….. life of the country. 

2) Administratively, our country is composed of the following divisions:  …. oblasts, …. republics, …. autonomous okrugs, …. krays, …. federal cities, and …. autonomous oblast.

3) Russia’s climatic conditions range from …. in the …. to …. in the …. with …. and …. in the middle of the country. 
4) The country is washed by …. seas and …. oceans. 
5) The country government consists of the following branches: …., …. and …..
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